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Attention: Bureau of Stream Pollution

Gentlemen:

Enclosed we submit Report of Pollution-Caused Fish Kill In-
vestigation of Scattering Fork in Douglas County, on September 3 & 4, 1975

Sinccerely,

Mike Conlin, Chief
Division of Fisheries
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Illincis Department of Conservation

Division of Fisheries

Report of Pollution Caused Fish Kill Investigatiou
of the
Scattering Fork in Douglas County
on
September 3-4, 1975
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 Submitted by

Richard A. Rogers
District Fishery Biologist
Charleston, Illinois
September 5, 1975
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Report of Pollutior Caused Fish XKiil Iavestigution
of the
8cattering Fork in Douglas County
on
Beptember 34, 1975

On September 3 at 4:30 PM, I received a telcphone call from Rod Horner, {ichery
biclogist in Morticcllo, informing me that a fish kil) nad been reported on Scottering
Fork at the Filson Road bridge by Howard Sylvecter cof fscclae I then dnmediatcly con-
;acted the Champaign office of the E.P.A. (Cal Locker) Ly phone.

' I arrived at the Filson Road bridpme at 6:00 F¥ on Scpotember 5 ani was jJoinel soon
after by Qim Bachmon and Tom S:ith of the Champaign oifice of the E.P.A. The strosu
had a milky-coloreca precipitate {flowing in the water anc white-colored unnaturil stream
deposits were precent. The pH wus 1l.1. ESceveral dead uinnows were present. A LU fouu
staticn was measurcd (Station #1) end the cead minnovs wore countad within the wiction.
floveral live minnows were present and a few minnows in distress were seen.

At 6:25 PM we arrived at a bridge (T15M, R8E, Scc. 12, MWji4) located two niles
upastrecam from Station #l. Thick white-coclored unnatural stream ceposits were present
exnd the pll was 9.0. Dead minnows were present and a 1CC foot station was measured
(Station #2) and the dead fish counted. A few dead ccayfish were present and several
live minnows were seen within the staticn.

At 6:40 PM we arrived at a bridee (T1S5N, RSE, Scc. 2, SWk) located 1% miles uF.
stream froa Btation 2. Stream is only thiree feet wide and about three inches Jzep in
tkis arca. Thick orange end white-colored unnatura) stream depczits were prezent. Thae
rk was 8.0, No live or dead fich were found.

At 7:00 PM we arrived at a large tile outlet which forms the beginning of this
etream (715N, RSE, Scce 3¢ IW{)e Thick orange end wiite-colored unnatural strecc de-
1o8lts were present. No live or dead fisa were found.

Tim; Bachman then went to a chemical plsnt which empties into this tile to investi..
gate poscible source of pollution and I went to the Rt. 130 bridge to see if the {ish
kill had gone that far.

At 7:40 PM I srrived at the Rt. 130 bridge and found no dead fish. Live {ish vere
present and none were in distress. The pH was 8.7. No uanatural stream deposits were
present. The water was covered with a brownish-green scum which appeared to bc cying
filamentous algae. 1 then went home hecause it was getiing too dark to procecde.

At 3:30 PM on September 4 I stopped at the first bridge (T1ZN, BYE, Sec. 10, NWi)
downstrcam from Station #l. There was a brownish-green scum on the water which ~Lpeared
to be dying filementous algae. Only a very sumzll amouiit of white-colored unnaturad
stroam dcposit was present. A few dead minnows were present and a 100 foot staticn was
reasured (Station #3). Several live minnows were seen and none were in distress.



Ecattering Fork
Fish Kill Investigation
Fage 2

At 3:40 PM I arrived at the next bridge (T1SN, RSE, Sec. 16, NEX) downstresm from
Station #3. No dead or distressed fisli were eeen. Live fish were numerous. No un-
natural stream ceposits were seen. The water was nearly covered with the brownish-green
scum which appeared to be dying filomentous algze., I talked to a fisherman at this
bridge who was catching sunfish., Ohe said that she hadn't secen any dead fish. GShe also
saild that she had fished here last right and had caught several bullheads and did not
sotlice any dead fish then either.

The fish kill area extended from Station #2 locuted two miles upstream fiom the
Fllson Road Bricdge to Station #3 located one wmile beliow the Filson Road Bridge (3 nmiles
total). There were an estimated 3,549 minnows lilled valued at $115.47.
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ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
DIVISION CF FISHENIES

REPORT OF POLLUTION-CAUSED FiSH KILL

County ___Ixugzlas
Nearest Town __Tuscola

Date 8eptember 3-4. 1975
WATER (nzlmeh_gcﬁtt_‘?rﬂls Fork
Owner ______2BY — __ Address __ e
1. Reported by __ _0wird Sylvester, arcolz, Iilinois_ _ Date .. Bept._ 3%, 1975

2. Persons contacted: __v+@ Bachman and Tom Smith, both from the Champaign office of the E.P.A._

3. Environmental Engineer Notitied: Date: __8ept. 3, 1975 Time ..__4:20. PH . ..
Name Cal locker Address .___Champaign e
4. Source of pollution:
A. AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS B. INDUSTRIAL OPERATIONS Rubber & Plaslic
E] Poisons (herbicides, pesticides, etc.) Mining E Chemiclals
[(] Fertlizers Food & kindred O PetroleLm
Manure drainage, ensilage liquors, products ' [:] Metals !
or feed lot operations [J Paper & ailied [] Textiles
products
[} Handling of equipment and containers [[] Other (specify)
. MUNICIPAL OPERATIONS D. TRANSPORTATION OPERATIONS
[[] Sewerage system [ Power (Pubiic [} Rail 0 Air
[] Refuge disposal service) ] Truck [] Barge or bea
[] Water system [[] Pest control E. [ ] Construction [] Pipeline
{(] Swimming Pool F. (] Other G. [] Unknown
H. SPECIFIC AGENT OR CAUSE iF KNOWN
5. Type cf Fish Killed: Game: ___ 0 %
Non-Game: _ 100 %
Total: 100
What percent of the above two types are commercial:__ Q%
6. Estimzted total number of fish killed: 34849 Value: $_115.47 — —_
7. Severity: [] Total [] Heavwy [] Moderate  [X] Light
8. Extant: A-ea of fish kill (miles or acres) _______ % piles
9. Duration of critical effect: 1 Days Hours
10. Baripling station locations:
Nsl::I:.b(:r County Townsm;o““nn Range Va Section Time Remarks
1 Douglas 1SN 9K 18, NEX |6 PM (Bept. 3) Unnatural stream deposits; pH - 1)
Unratural sirezm

) Douglas 15N 8E 12, Wk | 6:25 PM (§ept. 3) deposita; pi = 9.0 B
b Douglas 15N 9E 16, NWk |3:30 P (kept. L) Brownish-green scum on water

Iy . Wnite and orange colored unnatural stream deposits were present, water
1. ‘%q:fis:"gnﬁﬁ?c’i”%eﬁ'%r.—ana*plr'vame'g were above normal. T T

12. Dae of Report _Bepta 5,1975___  Biologist: ._Bichard A, Rogers

Page 1 of ;2 Pajries
FW 190 (49996~-10M Sete—4-73) 14.0
[ ]
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file:///ddtional

. FISH COLLECTION
.WA.T ER (name) ___ecatterang rori

Area of fish kill: Miles or acres 3 Length in feet —35.-840
. [ ma¥4
Muitiplying factor obtained by taking average length (or area) of all stations divided into total length (or area) affected.

Number of fish kiiled at each station Average Muliti- E’;’;:;ed valve Tot
statlon No. 1 2 3 Stations Focror Nnea" Fron ven
-ength o' sta.
nit. or (ureai 100 fto 100 fto 100 fto 100 ft. 1%.“

Size
Species 3 oup
GAME FISH
3ASS
|
SUNFISH
SATFISH
i
;‘
_____ |
| NON-GAME FISH
FINNOWE. ‘ s0 N senp 3,849 1 34115,
! \ ha j 2 -;’1 1)8. hg_ - ._c 5,
HAD
COMMERCIAL FISH
:ARP
UFFALO
RUM
Fa90 2 o1 2 Pager GRAND TOTAL 3 gin 81354
FM 19.0 (<9990—1014 Sels—a-73] 14 alifigien A AL weEsT
872 P : {(Number) {Vatue)
Richard A. Rogers -
Date of Report: Beptesber 5, 1975 Blologlst vt - —
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